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Listeners,  when  Department  of  Agriculture  entomologists  made  their 
study  of  household  insects,  they  "brought  out  many  facts  that  should  save 
housewives  from  spending  their  time  and  money  on  worthless  weapons  for 
fighting  the  clothes  moth.     The  entomologists  found  just  which  substances 
are  effective  against  this  particular  insect  and  just  which  ones  the  moths 
laugh  at,  so  to  speak. 


One  fact  which  the  entomologists  discovered  is  worthy  of  every  house- 
wife's attention.  They  proved  that  though  certain  fumes  or  vapors  will  kill 
clothes  moths,  odors  do  not  "bother  them.  In  other  words,  this  insect  is  not 
repelled  "by  odors  as  is  often  supposed. 

To  prove  this,  the  entomologists  fixed  up  a  great  room  of  closets 
full  of  tempting  wool  clothes.     Then  they  filled  each  closet  with  a  differ- 
ent odor.     One  was  scented  with  camphor,  another  with  cedar,  another  with 
napthalene  and  so  on  —  all  the  different  odors  commonly  supposed  to  keep 
out  moths.    The  door  of  each  closet  was  slightly  ajar.     Then  the  entomolo- 
gists set  free  a  flock  of  winged  clothes  moths.     It  didn't  take  them  long 
to  find  their  way  to  the  wool  clothes  in  every  one  of  the  closets,  in  spite 
of  all  the  special  scenting.     And  what  is  more,  their  little  worms  were  soon 
feasting  happily  on  those  clothes,  not  worried  in  the  least  "by  the  odor  of 
the  atmosphere  surrounding  them. 

So  if  you  are  inclined  to  lay  your  winter  things  away  in  lavender, 
or  cedar  chips,  or  scent  them  with  a  pine  or  camphor  or  some  other  substance 
with  a  strong  aroma,  don't  "be  surprised  if  you  hear  a  moth  chuckle.  And 
don't  "be  surprised  either  if  you  find  holes  when  you  take  the  clothes  out 
in  the  fall. 


As  for  spraying  to  keep  out  moths,  that  may  help  if  you  happen  to 
hit  the  moth  directly.     But  rememher  that  moths  don't  mind  the  smell  of 
sprays,  pleasant  or  unpleasant.     So  just  perfuming  your  clothes  or  your 
closet  with  spray  will  not  deter  moths. 

Speaking  of  smells,  you  may  "be  interested  to  know  that  the  entomol- 
ogists found  that  moths  will  thrive  inside  cedarized  or  tar-paper  "bags. 
Specially  scented  clothes  bags  are  of  no  more  protection  to  your  clothes 
than  "bags  made  of  plain  paper.    Again,  you  see,  the  odor  alone  doesn't  "bother 
the  moth. 
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A  good  many  people  have  mistakenly  put  their  faith  in  the  smell  of 
cedar,  supposing  that  the  odor  given  off  from  cedar  chips  or  flakes  or 
spra3',s  would  stop  moths.     The  entomologist s  found  none  of  these  of  value 
for  this  purpose.     What's  more,  they  found  that  unless  a  cedar  chest  or 
closet  was  made  of  heavy  red  cedar  heartwood  and  "built  practically  airtight, 
it  was  of  no  more  help  against  moths  than  any  ordinary  chest  or  closet.  The 
cedar  odor  is  not  proof  against  moths.     It  is  the  volatile  oil  or  penetrating 
vapor  which  the  cedar  heartwood  alone  gives  off  which  will  kill  young  moth 
worms. 

So  in  the  fight  against  clothes  moths,  always  remember  that  it  takes 
more  than  a  smell  to  worry  a  moth.  But  as  I  said,  certain  fumes  or  vapors 
will  make  an  end  to  these  insects.  For  household  use  moth  halls  or  crystals 
or  flakes  are  still  useful  and  inexpensive  substances  for  gassing  moths  to 
death.  These  should  contain  napthalene  or  paradichloro benzene  or  gum  cam- 
phor which  give  off  a  heavy  vapor  as  they  evaporate.  Enough  of  this  vapor 
in  a  closed  container  will  penetrate  clothes  and  do  for  any  moths  in  them. 
Use  at  least  one  pound  of  flake  naphthalene  or  paradichlorobenzene  to  each 
100  cubic  feet  of  enclosed  space. 

Every  spring  at  the  traditional  time  for  the  moth  to  be  on  the  wing, 
the  stores  bloom  with  a  great  array  of  new-fangled,  anti-moth  gadgets.  Some 
of  these  are  tried- and- true  methods  in  new  guise.     Others  are  useless.  Those 
that  contain  the  substances  which  have  proved  useful  for  "gassing"  moths  will 
he  helpful  if  used  in  a  tight  container.     Those  that  simply  give  off  a  strong 
odor  are  not  worth  the  money,  unless  you  are  investing  in  them  for  their 
fragrance  only. 

But  all  the  research  of  the  entomologists  shows  that  you  don1 t  have 
to  spend  a  lot  of  money  to  protect  your  clothes  against  the  clothes  moth. 
Cleanliness  and  careful  packing  are  certainly  inexpensive  ways  of  protection, 
and  they  are  some  of  the  most  effective.     Substances  like  napthalene  and 
paradichlorohenzene  are  never  costly  and  give  added  protection. 

When  the  time  comes  to  store  away  winter  clothes  and  blankets,  you 
can  drive  out  all  possible  moths  by  washing  or  dry-cleaning  or  by  thorough 
"brushing,  airing,  and  sunning.    Then  immediately  pack  the  clothes  or  blankets 
away  in  tight  containers.     Boxes  carefully  wrapped  in  unbroken  paper  with  the 
edges  sealed  with  gummed  paper  are  safe  against  moth  attack.     So  are  heavy 
paper  clothes-bags  provided  every  opening  is  carefully  sealed.     So  are  tight 
chests, . trunks ,  and  closets.     You  see,  the  trick  is  simply  to  rid  the  clothes 
of  moths  and  then  store  them  where  moths  can't  reach  them. 

As  an  additional  safety  measure,   sprinkle  moth  crystals  in  the  con- 
tainer with  the  clothes  before  you  seal  it. 

A  tight  closet  dedicated  solely  to  the  job  of  storing  winter  garments 
and  blankets  will  prove  a  great  time-saver  to  any  housekeeper.     In  such  a 
closet  you  can  simply  hang  the  clothes  on  hangers  and  lay  blankets  and  other 
articles  on  shelves.     Then,  on  a  high  top  shelf/place  a  shallow  pan  of  moth 
crystals.     Why  a  high  shelf?    Because  the  vapor  given  off  is  heavier  than 
air.     Seal  the  crack  in  the  door  with  gummed  paper  and  you  can  go  off  with 
a  light  heart  and  forget  your  moth  worries. 
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